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Abstract

Education Rights of Immigrant Children and
Adolescents in Korea

Kim, HeeJoo (Professor, Department of Social Welfare, HyupSung University)

Kim, Hyemee (Professor, Department of Social Welfare, Incheon National University)

This study examined the educational rights of immigrant children,
Specifically, we seek to examine the extent to which their education
rights are protected by laws, policies, and education services and identify
barriers that children experience in accessing and utilizing public school
systems. These methods are as follows: First, we conducted a systematic
literature review., Second, we conducted focus group interviews with
social workers and immigrant children, The findings reveal that even
though some progress has been made in laws and policies to protect their
educational rights, a discrepancy continues to exist between the law and
its interpretation and implementation, Entry into the public education
system remains a difficult task for many adolescents, For those who have
successfully entered the system, hostile, discriminatory, uncaring, and
culturally insensitive school environments often function as barriers to
adjustment, Overall, the findings call for more culturally sensitive, cognizant,

and respectful educational systems,

Key words: immigrant children and adolescents, educational rights, school
adjustment, multicultural policies
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